
The Creative Writing Awards
Department of Creative Writing

march 11, 2026

To foster the appreciation and practice of writing, the Department of Creative Writing
is launching its “2026 Bilingual Creative Writing Awards.” The competition, open to all
creative writing students in utep, will accept original, unpublished work. The prizes will
include a monetary award, an award letter, and publication.

awards

poetry
• 5 poems either in Spanish or English
• The committee will award the following prizes:

Place Award

First Place letter + $500
Second Place letter + $250
Honorary Mention letter

fiction
• One self-contained piece of about 10 pages (approx. 3,000 words) in Spanish or English
• The committee will award the following prizes:

Place Award

First Place letter + $500
Second Place letter + $250
Honorary Mention letter

non-fiction
• One self-contained piece of about 10 pages (approx. 3,000 words) in Spanish or English
• The committee will award the following prizes:

Place Award

First Place letter + $500
Second Place letter + $250
Honorary Mention letter
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submission
Please, read these guidelines carefully to make sure that your work will be considered by
the jury.

• Submit to the following address: writingawards@utep.edu

• Submit your work as two (2) pdf documents

1. Your submission named after your work and genre. It should not contain any iden-
tifying information about you, as the prize is judged anonymously.

2. Your contact info named after your work and your last name

• For instance, if your work is “Winter in El Paso” and your last name is Perez and you
are submitting poetry, submit the following pdf documents:
Winter in El Paso–poetry.pdf
Winter in El Paso–Perez.pdf

prizes & publication
• Winners will be announced at “Emerging Voices” (April 30, 2026)
• Winners will be published in the Rio Grande Review (Fall 2026)

time table

Stage Date

Awards launched March 11, 2026
Deadline for entries April 17, 2026
Judges announce winners April 24, 2026
CRW Awards Ceremony At “Emerging Voices”
Publication Fall 2026
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frequently asked questions
can i submit more than one entry? Because the participation is anonymous (see “Sub-

mission”), you may send as many entries as you want.

who are the members of the jury? The jury is selected among the faculty of the Cre-
ative Writing Department. The juries for the creative writing awards are:

• Poetry: Prof. Tim Z. Hernandez
• Nonfiction: Prof. Sylvia Aguilar-Zeleny
• Fiction: Prof. Lex Williford

who can participate? The competition is open to all undergraduate and graduate (on-
line and residential) creative writing students.

can i send my work after april 17? Unfortunately, in order to give the juries enough
time to read all submissions, we will not accept any late work.

can i update my submission once it is sent? Yes, you may send the new version of
your submission before April 17. Your latest submission will supersede any previous
ones.

can i withdraw my submission? Yes. Please, send an email towritingawards@utep.edu
before April 17.

in case i win, do i have to present in the awards ceremony? No. But it would be
great to share the celebration with you, your family, and friends.
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